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will of God that he who is born a subject should
render an unquestioning obedience/*

This was the theory which Richelieu maintained
and such became the accepted theory of French
government. It was not novel, but in the past it
had been stated with less precision and had been
applied with less energy. James I. of England laid
down principles of monarchical authority that would
have been accepted by Louis XIV., but they were
the empty vagaries of a pedant. In France not only
were they advanced, but they were tranquilly ac-
cepted by the people of the country.

The peaceable acceptance by the French people
of the tenets of absolute monarchy was largely due
to the success of the monarchy in its foreign policy.
When French armies were winning great victories
and new provinces were added to the kingdom,
there was little danger of any serious discontent
with the form of government. The foreign policy
of Richelieu was in the highest degree sagacious;
it was implicitly followed by Mazarin, it was followed
by Louis XIV. during his earlier years of success
and glory. Only in the disasters that attended the
close of Louis XIV/s reign, and amid the igno-
minies of Louis XV. 's career, did the French people
begin to weary of the Government under which
they lived-

Richelieu's ideal was a submissive people ruled by
an absolute monarch. Thus he believed the forces
of the State could best be exercised, and its influ-
ence in Europe become most extensive. In this,
perhaps, he was right. For two centuries Francehis son. " It is thehe glory of the seventeenthf
